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5. What every school should 
know about technology 

The Harnessing Technology Grant provides funds for schools to develop technology and 
maximise its benefits for learners. This guidance provides more information on where to 
find advice and support. 

The top technology priorities for schools in 2009–10 are listed below followed by more 
detailed guidance on each area: 

•	 improving your school through technology and managing your technology well 
(Becta’s Next Generation Learning Charter and self-review framework) 

•	ensuring that learners and staff are safe online 

•	obtaining best value – purchasing technology through aggregated approaches 

•	meeting parents’ expectations for online information and reporting 

•	making sure that technologies are able to work together and deliver what is needed 

•	ensuring that technology solutions are sustainable and meet the environmental agenda 

•	 integrating your technology within your whole approach to making learning personal. 
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Improving your school through technology and managing your technology well 

At the heart of effective whole-school improvement should be a leadership vision 
for using technology, and the drive to translate this strategy into effective action. 

All schools are encouraged to actively commit to exploiting information and 
communication technology (ICT) to ensure that they provide Next Generation Learning 
opportunities. The Next Generation Learning Charter supports progression in eight key 
areas: leadership and management; curriculum; learning and teaching; assessment; 
professional development; extending opportunities for learning; and resources and 
Impact on outcomes. It has four stages: 
www.becta.org.uk/nextgenerationlearning 

	 Commitment: All schools are encouraged to make a public commitment to provide 
Next Generation Learning for all their learners. 

	 Recognition: When a school has reached the nationally agreed standard in three 
elements of the framework, including leadership and management, it can apply for 
recognition that it is progressing through the charter. 

	Accreditation: The prestigious ICT Mark is awarded to schools that have reached 
the nationally agreed standard in all eight elements of the framework. 
www.nextgenerationlearning.org.uk/en/ICT-mark-schools 

	 ICT Excellence Awards: These offer further recognition for schools that demonstrate 
evidence of excellent practice above and beyond the levels of the ICT Mark. 
www.becta.org.uk/excellenceawards 

•

•

•

•



21431_Becta_Harnessing_Tech_Funding_SCHOOL.indd   7 11/3/09   11:54:24

                              Harnessing Technology funding 2009-10: Guidance for schools 07 

Becta’s self-review framework helps schools progress through the charter. 

This online tool, which gives access to a wide range of resources and advice, is 

available free of charge to schools. It has already been used by more than 15,000
 
schools. It will help you to:
 

•	 benchmark your school against others 

•	develop a shared school vision for technology 

•	prioritise and set realistic goals 

•	establish a fit-for-purpose investment 

•	ensure safe and secure use of technology 

•	command confidence from staff, learners, parents and governors 

•	develop evidence to inform your Ofsted self-evaluation framework submission 

•	provide evidence to support accreditation to the prestigious ICT Mark. 

Schools are strongly encouraged to adopt Becta’s self-review framework to support 
their long-term evaluation and planning of technology development. Schools can 
register online to use the self-review framework. 
www.becta.org.uk/schools/selfreview 
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Ensuring that learners and staff are safe online 

To give children, young people, staff and parents maximum benefit of technology, it is 
crucial that, as a school, you have policies and practices in place to minimise exposure 
to risk. It is incumbent upon you as a school under your ‘duty of care’ responsibilities to 
have appropriate measures in place so that everyone is able to enjoy the benefits of using 
technology safely and responsibly. 

Becta recommends a whole-school approach to safeguarding children in a digital world, 
one that addresses both technical and educational approaches: 

	 Develop an acceptable use policy that staff, parents and students are aware of (this is a 
minimum requirement for all schools). The policy should outline what is and what is not 
acceptable and highlight the sanctions for breaking the guidelines set out in the policy. 
The latter should be reviewed, monitored and updated to ensure effectiveness. 

AUPS in context: Establishing safe and responsible online behaviours 
www.becta.org.uk/publications/aupsincontext 

	 Ensure that your networks are as safe and secure as possible and use a 
Becta-accredited internet service provider and or a Becta-accredited software 
product – for example, filtering or a monitoring product. Further information on 
Becta’s accreditation schemes can be found at: 
www.becta.org.uk/schools/accreditedinternetsuppliers 

•

•
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